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SUBJECT: CHANGES IN FOREIGN MILITARY TRAINING PROGRAM 

REF: STATE 51768 

1 . FOLLOWING ARE RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS RAISED IN 
PARAGRAPH 5 REFTEL: 

(A) GRANT CONUS MILITARY TRAINING PROGRAM FOR SRI LANKA 
MILITARY HAS BEEN IN ABEYANCE SINCE 1972. GSL SUSPENDED 
IT FOR POLITICAL REASONS, WISHING TO AVOID APPEARANCE OF 
MILITARY CONNECTIONS WITH MAJOR POWERS WHICH MIGHT CALL 
ITS NON-ALIGNED CREDENTIALS INTO QUESTION. SRI LANKA 
MILITARY, HOWEVER, CONTINUES TO BE INTERESTED IN TRAINING 
PROGRAM, AND WE HAVE KEPT OPTION OF RESPONDING AFFIRMATIVELY 
AND QUICKLY TO REQUEST FOR REVIVAL OF PROGRAM BY 
MAINTAINING MINIMAL LINE ITEM ($15,000) FOR SRI LANKA. 

AS SRI LANKA PROGRAM IS NOT ACTIVE, NEW COSTS. WHEN 
KNOWN, WILL HAVE NO EFFECT ON BILATERAL RELATIONS. 

(?) HOST GOVERNMENT PREVIOUSLY WAS MOST INTERESTED 
IN PRACTICAL COURSES OF TRAINING, SUCH AS EQUIPMENT 
MAINTENANCE AND MANAGEMENT TECHNIQUES. AS COUNTRY 
MOST SERIOUSLY AFFECTED BY WORLD-WIDE INFLATION AND 
FACING CONTINUING SEVERE SHORTAGE OF FOREIGN EXCHANGE, 
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MILITARY TRAINING PURPOSES. TRAINING REQUIREMENT IS 
NOT MET; RESULT IS LESS EFFICIENT USE OF MILITARY 
MANPOWER AND EQUIPMENT. 

(C) NOT APPLICABLE. SEE A ABOVE. 

(D) NOT APPLICABLE. SEE A ABOVE. 

(E) GSL HAS BEEN USING TRAINING PROGRAMS IN OTHER 
COUNTRIES SUCH AS UK AND INDIA. IN SPECIFIC CASE OF 
RUSSIAN-GUFTED OSA PATROL BOAT. WHICH WAS TURNED OVER 
IN DECEMBER 1975, CEYLONESE NAVY HAD CREW IN TRAINING 
IN USSR FOR MUCH OF 1975 AND THERE ARE CURRENTLY 
RUSSIAN ADVISERS WHO REPORTEDLY WILL REMAIN HERE UNTIL 
END OF 1976. THESE OTHER PROGRAMS DO NOT SATISFY NEED 
FOR TRAINING RELATED TO PROVISION OF US EQUIPMENT. 

VALUED AT ABOUT $3 MILLION, GRANTED UNDER 1971 AUTHORIZATION IN 
CONNECTION WITH APRIL 1971 INSURGENCY. THEY ALSO DO NOT 
REINFORCE US TIES WITH SRI LANKA MILITARY , WHICH HAVE 
BEEN CORDIAL AND WHICH MISSION BELIEVES IT IS IN OUR 
INTEREST TO REINFORCE, IF POSSIBLE, BY MODEST USE OF RESOURCES. 

(F) NOT APPLICABLE BUT SEE A AND E ABOVE. 

VAN HOT J.F.N 
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